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Module 4 Questions 
1. According to the text, what is the purpose of assessment?
The purpose of assessment is to collect information that will lead to improvement in learning and instruction. Another purpose of assessment is to collect relevant information to determine student’s progress (NCTE, 2017). Another purpose is to provide a medium for accountability and certification.   
2. Describe and explain norm-referenced, criterion-referenced and standards
based assessments. Explain the differences. 
Norm-referenced is an assessment that compares students with the others who have taken the test before. Norm reference also provides a comparison among test takers and then ranks them in relation to one another (NCTE, 2017). 
Criterion-referenced is used to determine whether the student have learnt and understood specific skills. Criterion-referenced assessment also generates a behavioral statement that is expected of an individual with hat particular score (Opitz & Erekson, 2015).  
Standardized based assessments compare students results from one year to another within the same settings. They are used to evaluate the progress of a student and to evaluate teaching effectiveness. 
There is no big difference between norm-referenced and standardized-based assessments as both measure and rank students’ performances. However, the two differ with criterion-referenced as they compare the performance of the student. In contrast, criterion-referenced assesses the ability of the student based on predetermined standard (NCTE, 2017). 
3.  Describe and explain assessment reliability and validity.
Reliability assessment refers to a degree in which an assessment is consistent in measuring student’s performance (William, 2017). This consistency should be visible when the test is administered at different intervals. 
Validity assessment measures what was designed to assess accuracy. Therefore, every test must be accurate to foster confidence. 
The two concepts are used to measure the quality of research by showing how the methods and techniques adopted to investigate the research problem. 
4.  Write at least three original, insightful questions based upon course texts and discussion content
· What does the term assessment mean?
· Explain and give examples of different assessment tools.
· What is the difference between assessment reliability and validity?
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